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The project MEASURES supports the protection of threatened fish species: 
 

The project MESURES (Managing and restoring aquatic EcologicAl corridors for migratory 
fiSh species in the danUbe RivEr baSin), funded by the Interreg Danube Transnational 
Program continues its work. The project aims to create ecological corridors by identifying 
key habitats and initiating protection measures along the Danube and its main tributaries. 
In this sense, sturgeons and other migratory fish species will act as flagship species in 
support of our goals. Sturgeons and other migratory fish species represent a historical, 
economic and natural heritage of the Danube and are indicators of the ecological status of 
its watercourses, especially concerning the function of the river as an ecological corridor. 
Transnational management of these corridors and restoration actions, as well as restocking 
with indigenous species are essential. Concrete input into the next drafts of policy- and 
management plans will secure the translation of project outcomes into sustainable 
management of relevant sites restoring ecological corridors. 

 
Sturgeon in Danube 
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And other story regarding the sturgeon population in Danube: 
 

A female Beluga sturgeon, measuring 2m in length and weighing approx. 200 kg, was saved 
on February 19th from a poacher near the town of Silistra, Bulgaria. The sturgeon was 
named “Silvia” by her rescuer. WWF-Bulgaria sturgeon experts went to the scene to tag the 
precious specimen. The fish was confiscated by the Executive Agency of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (EAFA). 
 
During Silvi’s examination, it was found that she was carrying caviar, a product that most 
likely would have been traded illegally. After making sure she was in good condition, our 
experts tagged and measured Silvia before she was released back into the wild. Hopefully, 
despite all the stress she has gone through, her natural survival instincts will take over on 
the way to the breeding sites where sturgeons from the Lower Danube go to spawn. 
“The appetite for black caviar from sturgeon has become synonymous with a luxurious 
lifestyle. Together with the destruction of sturgeon spawning sites in the big rivers, demand 
for this luxury product is pushing these giants to extinction,” commented Stoyan Mihov, 
WWF-Bulgaria’s Chief Freshwater Expert. “If Silvia manages to survive all the obstacles and 
deadly dangers on her way to the spawning site, she will be able to give life to more than 
half a million young sturgeons that will continue to be the ‘lords of the Danube,’ and among 
the most important inhabitants for the river’s health,”he continued. 
 
Reaching weights of more than 1 tonne and lengths of up to 5-7 metres, Beluga sturgeon 
are not only the largest sturgeon species, but also the largest migratory fish in the world. 
Although they can live up to nearly a century, because they mature at the age of 16-20, 
they spawn only a few times during their lives. Nowadays, eight sturgeon species exist in 
the European Union, four of which can still be found in the Lower Danube: Beluga sturgeon, 
Sterlet, Stellate sturgeon and Russian sturgeon. 

 
Stoyan Mihov working to release the fish back into the Danube 
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Confiscated eels were rescued in the Danube: 
 

Experts from the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water in Varna and Rousse 
took part in the action of eels in the Danube near Silistra on 02.05.2019. 
 
The specimens are of the European eel species (Anguilla Anguilla, Linnaeus, 1758) and fall 
under the protection of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). They are also included in the Red Book of Bulgaria. Eels were 
confiscated by Customs Airport Sofia due to lack of documents and were handed over to the 
Institute of Fish Resources - Varna, at the Agricultural Academy, as a rescue center for fish. 
They were brought to a private fish farm in Dobrich because there was not enough volume 
in the aquarium. 
 
The eel rescue action included the Directors of the Executive Agency for Fisheries and 
Aquaculture and the Institute of Fishery Resources. Experts from the Regional Inspectorate 
of Environment and Water have verified the amount of the protected species, which is 
approximately 70 kg (150 000 exepplars), and those of RIEW-Rousse have confirmed their 
release. The eels are in phase after the glass phase, which gives them chances to survive in 
the river. 
 
The European eel (Anguilla anguilla) lives in sweet waters that are connected to the 
Atlantic Ocean (North America, Europe and Africa), the Mediterranean Sea and the Black 
Sea. In the recent past in Bulgaria it has been widely spread in many rivers. She has met in 
the pools of rivers in southern Bulgaria. 

 
The small fishes go into Danube.  
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Important: forbidden fishery in Bulgaria inland water bodies and Danube 
part due to breed season - Announcement from Executive Agency for 

Fishery and Aqua species: 
 

By Order No. РД 09-376 / 12.04.2019 of the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Mr. 
Rumen Porozhanov, it is forbidden to catch fish during the period of its breeding in the fish-
farm sites under Art. 3, para. 1, item 1 and 2 of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Act 
 
From 15 April to 31 May this year, the prohibition of catching spring - breeding fish in 
fisheries facilities located up to 500 meters above sea level will be in force. 
 
The prohibition is in accordance with the provisions of Art. 32 para. 1 of the Law on 
Fisheries and Aquaculture, which sets deadlines for prohibition of catching fish and other 
aquatic organisms during the period of their breeding at the sites under Art. 3 para. 1, 
items 1 and 2 of the same law. 
 
For fishery businesses located between 500 and 1500 meters above sea level, the ban is in 
force from May 1 to June 15, 2019. 
From 15 April to 15 May 2019 it is prohibited to catch the caragioz (Danubian mackerel) in 
the Bulgarian section of the Danube.  
 
It is also prohibited to catch turbot in Black Sea waters during the period from 15 April 2019 
to 15 June 2019 inclusive under Council Regulation (EC) 2018/208 of 17 December 2018 
fixing the fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks and fish stocks for 2019 in the Black 
Sea. 
 
The order specifies the water bodies on the territory of the country where recreational 
fishing is permitted during the period of the ban.  
The exact list of fish species and inland water bodies - here 
 

Destination near Bucharest recommended by WWF Romania to nature 
lovers: 

 
Romanians with a wish to visit can discover less than one and a half hours from Bucharest a 
cycling tourism destination located in a natural protected area, Natura 2000, but with a 
huge potential for development: Ciocanesti-Danube in Calarasi County. 
This natural-cultural itinerary is a special one due to the richness of wetland species and 
birds, as well as to the traditions of crafts and culinary livelihoods near the Danube. 
 

http://www.interregrobg.eu/
http://iara.government.bg/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Scanned-image-8.pdf
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"The new bicycle and hiking trails identified in this area are a smaller component of the 
LENA (Local Economy and Nature Conservation in the Danube Region) project, which 
benefits from financial support 2 million Euros through the Danube Transnational Program, 
which employs 13 partners from 7 Danubian countries. The 5 bicyclo-tourism routes 
highlight both nature, because we are in Ciocanesti, in the Natura 2000 site, but also the 
traditions and culture in the Romanian Danubian villages There are routes accessible to all 
bicycle lovers - the shortest one is in half a day, and the longest one is connecting 
Ciocanesti to another Natura 2000 site, Comana, and it can be done in two days, "said 
Raluca Dan, project manager LENA within WWF Romania, quoted by Agerpres. 
"Here is a micro-delta - perhaps not even in the Delta we encounter so many species of 
birds here, and the biggest damage they cause pelicans and cormorants. We received 
compensations for four years, but now we do not get it, and cormorants eat fish in each 
year. "Losses are over 60%, but sometimes they are up to 100%." The solutions we see: an 
inventory of these birds and their limitation, "the farmer said. 
Ciocanesti-Danube is a delta petition so close to the cities of Bărăgan, "a treasure still 
underway and that is why nature has the greatest rights in the area," according to WWF 
Romania. 
 

 
Inland water body close to Calarasi.  
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