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PACKAGE HOLIDAY FISHNAT GI-RU
Comana, Giurgiu, Park Lipnik, Nikolovo,
Russe, Ivanovo and Shtraklevo (7 days) 

We invite you to a 7-day cross-border holiday, with FISHING 

as the main attraction, but also with many other cultural 

and recreational activities that will leave you unforgettable 

memories!

WHAT IS THE MAIN 
TARGET FOR THIS 
PACKAGE HOLIDAY?

Fishing enthusiasts, individually or in tourist groups

- families with or without children, seniors or young people, 

organized formally or informally, companies or other entities 

that organize group activities.
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WHY CHOOSE THE
FISHNAT GI-RU 
7-DAY PACKAGE HOLIDAY?

Because:

 - you like fishing;

- it is easily accessible:

a) by train - The pan-European railway artery, starting from 

Oostende (Belgium), passes through Berlin, Prague, Budapest, 

Bucharest, Giurgiu, Russe, Sofia, Istanbul and via Thessaloniki 

connects with Athens;

b) by the Danube River - benefiting from Giurgiu and Russe 

ports, from where are taken over passengers arriving by lei-

sure boats on the Danube. Giurgiu and Russe municipalities 

are important Danubian ports along the pan-European Corri-

dor no. 7, the Rhine-Main-Danube Canal which connects nine 

countries along the river, as well as the Black Sea with the 

North Sea;



5

PACKAGE HOLIDAY FISHNAT GI-RU 

c) by land - Bucharest - Giurgiu - 62.7 km (1h); easy border 

crossing between countries - the Giurgiu - Russe Friendship 

Bridge which facilitates connections with all the regions in 

each of the countries;

d) by air - Bucharest International Airport - Otopeni and Russe 

- Shtraklevo;

- the touristic objectives, which are particularly attractive, 

will satisfy your thirst for knowledge regarding the history and 

culture of this Danubian area, helping you to better under-

stand the current reality, old and new habits and mentalities;

- you can perform multiple outdoor recreational activities in 

an attractive setting, that can be practiced by anyone, from 

children to the elderly;

- whatever your accommodation and dining options are, we 

assure you that prices will be more than convenient, by giving 

you the best value for your money;

- you will taste local cuisine, with fish as the star, but not 

only;

- changing traditional destinations with some unusual ones 

from two neighboring countries, will open new horizons and 

take you out of your routine.

You will say, „Why did I not know of these before?“.
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Because:

- it will provide your entire stay without you having to look 

for the optimal options yourself, ensuring that the scheduled 

time table is met;

- it will provide you, upon request, transportation for the en-

tire duration of the journey, including pick up or return from 

/ to the starting locations;

- it will ensure your reservations, fishing licenses, on request, 

and will negotiate the best price for you.

WHY CHOOSE
A TOUR
OPERATOR?

TOURIST ACTIVITIES AND OBJECTIVES
RECOMMENDED WITHIN 
THIS PACKAGE:

• FISHING;

• Comana;

• Comana Natural Park;

• Neajlov Delta or Comana Lake;

• Cities of Giurgiu and Russe;

• Lipnik Park;

• Nikolovo;

• Shtraklevo;

• Nisovo;

• Cherven Medieval Fortress;

• Dve Moghili - Pepelina;

• Orlova Chuka Cave;

• The Rock-hewn Churches of Ivanovo;

• The Rock-hewn „St. Dimitrie Basarabov“ Monastery;

• Tasting local cuisine, with FISH as the main ingredient.
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TWO COUNTRIES – ROMANIA AND BULGARIA, 
TWO RIVERIAN AREAS: GIURGIU AND RUSSE

Giurgiu County, with the homonymous city as the county seat, 

comprises of two more cities, the rest being townships (41). It 

is characterized by a plain-type relief, but it benefits from one 

of the most spectacular nature reserves in Romania - Comana 

Natural Park and Comana Lake - the second area in terms of 

biodiversity after the Danube Delta. This place, which can be 

considered a real corner of heaven, is home to 141 bird spe-

cies and 13 fish species. On the other side of the Danube there 

is the Russe district, with its administrative capital at Russe, 

the two cities being connected by the Friendship Bridge, the 

first bridge over the Danube that was completed in 1954. Un-

folding nearby, the Rusenski Lom Natural Park has a surface 

of nearly 3,408 hectares, of which forests represent over 80%.

The park is home to one of the most spectacular and beautiful 

canyons in Europe, with calcareous and wild walls, that hides 

an impressive natural collection of plants, including orchids, 

Iridaceae, but also animals, some of which extremely rare. 

More specifically, there are about 900 plant species in the 

park, dozens of them represented by trees, scrubs and vines. 

The mix of steppe and sub Mediterranean vegetation is im-

pressive. So are the streaks of old oaks and hornbeams.

The park is also bird’s paradise, with about 200 species living 

here. The karstic-type relief creates ideal conditions for birds 

nesting on cliffs - the Imperial and Egyptian eagle, falcons or 

owls.

Those who wish to hike in the area, by - car, bike, boat, kayak 

or even on foot - will admire a unique landscape in Europe. 

Rusenski Lom Natural Park is part of the UNESCO heritage, 

because it is a place where nature has reached the ultimate 

beauty.

BUT LET’S START WITH FISHING:
WHERE AND WHAT DO WE FISH?

There are many fishing areas in Giurgiu County, on the Danube 

or in specially landscaped pools, most of which are under pri-

vate administration. Among these we mention some in the fol-

lowing locations: Putineiu township - Vieru village (carp, cteno,
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crucian carp, bighead carp, zander, bleak and rudd), Greaca 

township - Puţu Greci village, Petru Rareş village (carp / cte-

no and crucian carp), Bălănoaia (carp, crucian carp, cteno), 

etc.

On the Danube, the most famous area is the Ara branch, a 

few km away from Giurgiu. The branch is approx. 6 km long, 

starting from the Friendship Bridge and flowing back into the 

Danube near Mocanu Island. Here you can fish from the boat, 

even at night: aspius, roach, perch, crucian carp, chub, com-

mon carp, Romanian carp, zarte, barbell, flatfish, zander, 

sneep, catfish, pickerel.

In Ruse district, apart from fishing in the Danube, a popular 

fishing area is Park Lipnik, where an artificial lake was deve-

loped and populated with various fish species, the most com-

mon being the carp and crucian carp, and Shtraklevo pond, 17 

km way from the city of Russe.

Park Lipnik is 12 km away from Russe and covers an area of 

approximately 20,000 hectares. It is considered the largest 

forest-park in Bulgaria. The idea of setting it up, as well as 

the landscaping plans, emerged in the 1950s. It is meant to 

be a recreational natural park. Nearby, with all the facilities 

and all modern comforts, Nikolovo is the favorite place for 

relaxation and tourism for many Russe inhabitants.

Park Lipnik and Lipnik Lake offer them - and also many other 

tourists coming from here from different parts of the country 

and from other countries - areas for recreation, relaxation, 

entertainment, pretty well-preserved nature, an artificial 

lake filled with various fish species - fishing is very frequent, 

but is well controlled by the authorities; the lake offers op-

portunities for sports such as kayak-canoe, because it is quite 

long; swimming is strictly forbidden.

Alleys and walking paths are laid-out through the dense forest 

covering the main hill of the park, and on the right bank of the 

lake - the wooded one - very pleasant camping spots are set 

up here and there, hidden in the forest, but with magnificent 

views of the lake.

The lake was formed by the waters flowing from two valleys, 

a larger one (the lake’s bottom) and a smaller one, which en-

compass a huge hill in the middle, that houses the forest park.

The smaller valley is enclosed by a dike, and the lake formed
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was fully developed and favorable conditions were created 

for the development of a lush aquatic vegetation with reeds 

and bulrush, various species of floating plants, but especially 

white-water lilies, which currently cover a large part of the 

lake’s surface. Moreover, a concrete slabs alley was also set-

up, crossing the lake through the middle, right through the 

heart of the water lilies area.

If you want to fish in the best and most picturesque places, 

start your stay in Giurgiu, and afterwards you are free to visit 

other tourist sights on both sides of the Danube.

Should inveterate fishermen spend many hours on the pond, 

their companions, families, friends and even fishermen - after 

having satisfied their satisfying their pleasure of fishing - will 

be able to benefit from tourist attractions that will satisfy all 

preferences. Here are just a few of the main tourist attrac-

tions in the area. Comana locality has a lot to offer to tour-

ists. Here we find the Comana Natural Park, Comana Lake, 

Comana Monastery, Comana Heroes Mausoleum, Neajlov Delta 

Monastery, the Neajlov Delta, the Paper Mill, Comana Airport, 

the Gellu Naum House, Comana Adventure Park.
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There are three accommodation units in Comana: a hotel, a 

guesthouse and an inn, but also a restaurant where tourists 

can dine. The hotel is rated 4 stars and has a capacity of 

30 seats; the inn has a capacity of approx. 15 seats and the 

guesthouse has is rated 3 daisies and has a capacity of 10 

seats. You can also opt for accommodation in the city of Giur-

giu, 49 km away, benefiting from transportation upon request.

There are 9 accommodation units in Giurgiu: 5 hotels, 2 mo-

tels, a guesthouse and a hotel-based apartment, with a total 

accommodation capacity of up to 150 people. Tourists can 

dine in 28 units. Among these, 4 units offer 3-stars conditions, 

4 units 2-stars conditions and 1 unit with 1-star conditions 

(the apartment).

Comana Natural Park was established in 1954 by the Roma-

nian Academy for the delimitation and protection of two areas 

of special floristic importance: The Butcher’s broom (Ruscus 

aculeatus) Scientific Reserve and the Romanian Peony (Paeo-

nia peregrina) Scientific Reserve. Starting with 2004, Comana 

Lake was also added, as a nature reserve and bird protec-

tion area, with fishing being forbidden. According to experts, 

Comana Natural Park is home to 141 bird species, of which 

71 are protected internationally, but also over 13 fish spe-

cies, some of which are on the red list. We mention here the 

chub, also called the most fearful fish. The otter and the wild 

cat also live in the park. Here you can opt for tourist routes 

through the woods or have fun in the Comana Adventure Park: 

trails for children and adults, zip-line over the lake, restau-

rants, areas where one can admire the fauna and flora, scull 

or boat trips on the wide bodies of water from the Neajlov 

Delta, archery and conferences or other meetings.
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The Comana monastery was built by Vlad the Impaler in 1461 

as a fortress-monastery, being rebuilt in 1588 by boyar Radu 

Serban and restored during the reign of Şerban Cantacuzino. 

It is important to know that tourists will find here the miracle-

maker icon of St. Nicholas and the relics of St. Catherine.

The tomb of Pătrașcu Vodă - son of Mihai Viteazu - is also 

found here. The Mausoleum of the Heroes fallen in World War 

I lies in the monastery’s courtyard.

The Paper Mill - The Crafts Village is open for visitation during 

weekends each year, from April to October, and is develop-

ing as a space that revives, preserves and carries on Roma-

nian and universal manufacturing traditions: handmade pa-

per, book binding and manual printing, and other traditional 

crafts: loom weaving, bulrush weaving, smithing, pottery and 

ceramic modeling, woodworking (milling, vegetables, fruits 

and medicinal plants processing). You will have the opportu-

nity to participate in interactive demonstrations or at craft 

workshops.

PACKAGE HOLIDAY FISHNAT GI-RU 
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There are 81 sites classified as historical monuments of dif-

ferent categories and at both levels (national and local) in 

Giurgiu. Among these, Giurgiu fortress stands out (14th-18th 

centuries), located west of the Port road, the site of „Malu 

Rosu“, where two settlements from the upper and the lower 

Paleolithic were found. Similarly, here we have wall frag-

ments of the Turkish fortress (18th century) standing out, the 

„Teohari Antonescu“ County Museum with its unique exhibits, 

the Clock Tower, the Annunciation Church painted by Gheor-

ghe Tatarescu and one converted from mosque into a Christian 

church.

The „Teohari Antonescu“ County Museum is organized in 

four sections:

• Memorial History - Numerous writers, historians, scientists 

born in localities within the county, having carried-out part 

of their careers on Wallachian lands or whose passing through 

Giurgiu have left significant marks in their lives and work, 

are the object of patrimony and information build-up, among 

which we mention: Ion Barbu, Teohari Antonescu, Nichifor 

Crainic, Tudor Vianu, Dimitrie Bolintineanu;

• Ethnography - For the most part, the patrimony comes from 

villages of the ancient Vlaşca area, the 1,700 pieces being 

constituted in five collections: ceramics, fabrics, folk cos-

tume, wood and metal, customs;

• History - the local history is presented by highlighting the 

main moments in the evolution of the Giurgiu fortress and its 

surrounding area, from medieval times to the Great Union of 

1918. Unusual are the achievements that individualize Giurgiu 

at national level: the first ship built in the Romanian Prin-

cipalities (Mariţa, 1834), the first telegraph line (1853), the 

first railway (1869), the first curved bridge in Europe (Bizetz, 

1906);

• Archeology - the current archeology exhibition reflects al-

most all eras, from prehistory to the Middle Ages.

The museum, with all its sections, is an important tourist ob-

jective in Giurgiu - not to be missed. Also, the Clock Tower 

was erected by the Turks after 1700, but the oldest view of 

the tower dates back to 1837, achieved by the French artist, 

Raffet. Over the years, it has undergone modifications and 

renovations, and today it is the emblem of Giurgiu.
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After crossing the Giurgiu-Ruse Friendship Bridge, the city of 

Russe welcomes you, the largest Bulgarian city on the Danu-

be, also called „Little Vienna“ due to its unique architecture. 

Founded by the Roman emperor, Vespasian between 69-79 un-

der the name of Sexaginta Prista („Port of the Sixty Ships“), 

Russe is known for its very well-preserved buildings from the 

end of the 19th century and early 20th century. About 200 

buildings from Russe are on the list of the architectural and 

historical heritage. On „Aleksandrovska“, the city’s main 

street, we find buildings in Neo-Baroque or Neo-Rococo style, 

or other architectural styles.

Most of the city‘s attractions are located in the center (muse-

ums, architectural landmarks, theater, opera, hotels, restau-

rants, cafes and souvenir shops). Here are just a few of the 

tourist objectives you can visit: the Regional History Museum, 

the Aquarium Ecology Museum, the National Transport Muse-

um, the Freedom Monument, the Art Gallery, the „Urban Life 

in Ruse at the end of the 19th century and the early 20th centu-

ry“ Museum or Kalliope House, „Sexaginta Prista“ Roman Fort-

ress, the Pantheon of the National Revival Heroes, the Kyunt
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Capua Gate of Ruschuk fortress , the „Obretenov Family“ Exhi-

bit within the „Zahari Stoyanov“ Museum House, Levent Tabia 

Fortress, Holy Trinity Church, Saint Paul of the Cross Cathedral.

For accommodation, there are 74 units with over 1,500 seats 

and accommodation conditions of up to 4 stars to choose 

from, and you can serve traditional and also international 

dishes in Russe’s 10 restaurants.

Russe Regional History Museum is a symbol of the city, 

housed in the former Battenberg Palace building (built bet-

ween 1879 and 1882 by architect Friedrich Grunnager), which 

became a museum in 1904, currently counting over 40,000 

exhibits. The „Urban Life in Russe“ Museum tells the story 

of the city‘s life style at the end of the 19th century and the 

beginning of the 20th century, creating a special atmosphere 

that will make you feel that you are in a time capsule.

The Aquarium Ecology Museum presents the diversity of ani-

mal species and protected areas along the Danube, as well 

the man-nature co-existence, revealing a rich collection of 

fossils, as well as dioramas that depict different animal spe-

cies in the real environment.
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This is also the place where you can find the largest aquarium 

in Bulgaria, with fish that live in the Danube and its tributa-

ries.

For peace of mind, we recommend visiting the Saint Paul of 

the Cross Cathedral in Russe, a Roman Catholic church, a go-

thic architectural gem built by the famous Italian architect, 

Valentino in 1890, unique in South-Eastern Europe. Also, for 

your soul, we recommend the Holy Trinity Church in Russe - 

built in 1632, with gorgeous mural paintings, religious objects 

like in a museum of religion and spirituality, and an extraordi-

nary chorus that can be listened to during the Sunday service.

Only 10 km away from the city of Russe, in the village of Ni-

kolovo, lies Lipnik Park or Lipnik Urban Forest, a vast spread 

linden trees of about 20,000 ha (bg. „lip“), hence the name 

of the place. It is considered to be the largest urban forest on 

the territory of Bulgaria.

Its construction and development of the surrounding area into 

a park, began in the 1950s. Villas, restaurants, ponds, a hotel, 

a zoo, utility spaces, a sports base and a camping area were 

built.
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Todor Zhivkov’s „Lipnik“ reserve is also found here, as well 

as the „White Face“ spring. Every year, August 2nd, this park 

is where a traditional festival is organized. The local feast of 

linden trees is also celebrated here at the beginning of June, 

for several years now. Alleys and walking paths are laid-out 

through the dense forest covering the main hill of the park, 

and on the right bank of the lake - the wooded one - very 

pleasant camping spots are set up here and there, hidden in 

the forest, but with magnificent views of the lake. Also, for 

fishing, you can also go to the Shtraklevo pond nearby. 

Not far from the city of Russe, you can visit other unusual 

tourist attractions: the Nisovo Templars Cemetery, the Rock  

Hewn „St. Constantine and Helena“ Monastery, also from 

Nisovo, unfortunately hard to reach, the Medieval Fortress of 

Cherven, the Orlova Chuka Cave, The Rock Hewn Churches 

from Ivanovo and also „St. Demetrius Basarabov“ rock hewn 

Monastery. The medieval fortress of Cherven was one of the 

most important military, economic and religious centers in 

the 2nd Bulgarian Tsardom (12th - 14th centuries). In 1235, 

it became residence of the Bulgarian Medieval Metropolitan 

Church of Cherven. Several edifices were discovered here: 

a large castle, fortress walls, underground water supply sys-

tems, public and administrative buildings, 13 churches, a net-

work of streets, housing and workshops.

Orlova Chuka Cave is located about 40 km from Russe, near 

the village of Pepelina. The cave was discovered in 1941 by a 

shepherd, and 18 years later, 124 steps were built and a tun-

nel was dug up so tourists could easily enter the karst forma-

tion to admire the fascinating world hidden inside. 

Today, only 3 of the 13.4 km (it is the second longest cave in 

Bulgaria) are arranged, accessible and illuminated for visit-

ing. The Concert Hall (where performances even take place) 

houses the „Great Stalactite“ - over 3.5 m tall and 50 cm in 

diameter. Orlova Chuka is situated on the left bank of the 

Cherni Lom River valley. The entrance to the cave is 40 me-

ters above the river and is accessible by a steep route. And 

its name comes precisely from the rock above the entrance 

- „The Rock of the Vultures“. Moreover, the entrance terrace 

offers an attractive view of the Rusenski Lom Natural Park and 

the rocky formations on the river valley.
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When planning your stay, you can also take into account the 

overlap with the festivals organized in the area. In Giurgiu: 

The City’s Celebration (Days of the City), the International 

Flight and Extreme Sports Festival, the International Folk Mu-

sic Festival - „On the Edge of the Danube“ (June), the Interna-

tional Danubian Theaters Festival. In Russe: the Mid-Summer 

Carnival, the Danube Rock Festival - Russe, the „Dancing Riv-

er“, an international dance festival, the „Severina“ - Young 

Folk Dancers Panorama Festival.

Orlova Chuka is the habitat and the place of wintering of seve-

ral species of bats (14), some of which being unique in Europe.

The ensemble „St. Michael the Archangel“ Monastery, 

known as the Rock Hewn Churches of Ivanovo, is located only 

22 km from Russe, right near the village of Ivanovo, within 

the Rusenski Lom Natural Park. It was established in 1220 by 

the monk Yoakim, who later became a Bulgarian patriarch. 

This complex is different from Bulgaria‘s other rock hewn mo-

nasteries thanks to its well-preserved frescoes, due to which 

it is included in the UNESCO heritage. The rock hewn „St. 

Dimitrie Basarabov“ Monastery is located in the valley of the 

Rusenski Lom River, being the only rock hewn monastery in 

Bulgaria still in operation. First historical testimonies about 

the existence of the monastery date back to the 15th century. 
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A seven-day stay would not be complete without tasting some 

specific culinary delights. For example, in Giurgiu, you can 

meet old and new specialties, with fish as the star ingredient: 

fried spawn and milt; carp stew; fish stuffed cabbage; carp 

pickle (saramura); fish borscht. And traditional Bulgarian cui-

sine is considered one of the healthiest in Europe, not only 

due to the ingredients used, but also due to the way they are 

prepared. Gastronomy is influenced by the Turkish and Greek 

ones, but that does not mean it does not give you unique fea-

tures. Here are some of them: shopska salad; shkembe chorba 

- spicy tripe soup with garlic, vinegar and red pepper; tarator 

- cold soup with yogurt, cucumber and garlic (especially in 

summer); banitsa - pastry product; lukanka - spicy sausage; 

moussaka or white sorbet.

We‘ve presented you only some of the attractions of FISHNAT 

GI-RU cross-border package holiday - Comana, Giurgiu, Park 

Lipnik, Nikolovo, Russe, Ivanovo and Shtraklevo, being con-

vinced that you will return to these wonderful places, because 

these seven days will only stir your interest for adventure.

ENJOY THE 
7-DAY FISHNAT GI-RU 
PACKAGE HOLIDAY!



WELCOME TO STRATEGY 
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