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Newsletter: 
ecology news in the cross-border region Romania – Bulgaria 

August 2019 
 
 

Thanks to WWF project: The Released Russian Sturgeons Reach Romanian 
Danube Waters 

 
Two months after the release of the Russian Sturgeons at Belene (Bulgaria) and a month 
after the first report on their movement, a juvenile sturgeon was caught in the Romanian 
part of the Danube river, reported WWF Romania on 25th August 2019. Tudor Ionescu, from 
the Sturgeons Research and Development Center of Galati University, was part of the 
monitoring team and provided further details on the accidental catch of the Russian 
Sturgeon. 
“I got really excited when I spotted the juvenile Russian Sturgeon entangled in the net since 
this particular species is so rare, but then I realised with disappointment that it was not a 
wild specimen” Tudor said. The tag on the sturgeon’s left fin was the clear sign for the 
monitoring team that it was one of the 20 000 Russian Sturgeons that had been released in 
mid-June by WWF Bulgaria in attempt to help wild Russian Sturgeon populations in the 
Lower Danube stabilise. 
Even though it wasn’t a wild young-of-the-year, the caught and released tagged sturgeon 
brought great news for the researchers because the fish was showing the ability to have 
been surviving for more than two months in this new environment and adapting successfully 
to the life in the river. Although the released Russian Sturgeons were bred and raised in an 
aquaculture facility in conditions close to the river conditions, there still exists the 
possibility that fish might not survive the change despite the WWF’s experts’ best efforts. 
The specimen of Russian Sturgeon captured yesterday by Tudor Ionescu measured at 44 cm 
long and weighed 260 grams. To reach Galati, the young sturgeon travelled approx. 500 km 
on the Danube river. Keep checking our News section for more information on the journey 
of the Russian Sturgeons. 
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Fishing nets about 220 m long, confiscated by border guards in a Danube arm, 
close to Calarasi! 

 
 
On 27.08.2019, the border guards within the Naval Operational Bureau of the Territorial 
Border Police Service Calarasi, together with a patrol from the Border Police Sector Feteşti, 
Ialomiţa county, identified, on the arm of Borcea, two men engaged in specific commercial 
fishing activities, from a wooden motor boat, using 4 fishing nets of yarn. 
 
Following the checks, the border guards found that one of the two men, aged 28, residing 
in the Ialomiţa county area, did not have authorization for commercial fishing, although he 
used 4 fishing nets, with a total length of 220 m., prohibited by law. 
 
The nets, worth about 1,500 lei, were erected for confiscation, and the man is investigated 
for the crimes of " commercial fishing without a license or fishing authorization " and " 
marketing, possession or use by unauthorized persons of fishing nets., volcanoes, brothels, 
vomits, vintages, as well as other types of fishing gear trade ", facts provided by art. 64 lit. 
a and i from GEO 23/2008. 

 
www.politiadefrontiera.ro: Border Police within the Territorial Inspectorate of Border Police 
Giurgiu - Territorial Service of the Border Police Calarasi detected three Romanian citizens fishing 
on the arm of Borcea, from two boats, using nets prohibited by law and without having commercial 
fishing authorization 
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In the wet zones around Danube: Autumn migration- watch the show offered 
by the birds 

 
 

Autumn migration starts in August and is influenced by the length of the day and the 
abundance of food. It is a slower migration than the spring, because there is no pressure to 
find nesting places. Sometimes the same species can be observed both in the passage and in 
the wintering places depending on the area of the country where you are.  
The migration takes place all over Romania, but we can highlight two great routes, one of 
them passes over the Danube Delta and Dobrogea, and the other through the South-West 
Carpathians area and on the Danube's entry into the country. These areas offer the greatest 
chance of seeing species in the passage. 
Below you can find a list of some of the most interesting species that can be encountered 
during the migration. During this period there are also species that are preparing to leave. 
The birds in the passage can be observed in a shorter period than those that winter in us. 
Water birds departing: Pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus), Pelican (Pelecanus crispus), 
cormorants (Phalcrocorax pygmeus), heron dwarf (Ixobrychus minutus), heron night 
(Nycticorax nictycorax), Ardeide (Ardeola ralloides), heron red (rdea purpurea), small egret 
(Egretta grazetta), white bark (Ciconia ciconia), gypsy (Plegadis falcinellus), lizard 
(Platalea leucorodia), white cauliflower (Tadorna tadorna), red cauliflower (Tadorna 
ferruginea), crawling duck (Anas querquedula ), red duck (Aythya nyroca ). 
Coming birds: Cormorant (Phalacrocorax aristotelis), Red-necked Goose (Branta ruficollis), 
Duck (Netta rufina), Whistling Duck (Anas penelope), Small Duck (Anas crescca), Duck (A 
ythya fuligula), soft duck (Melanitta fusca), black duck (Melanitta nigra), sounding duck 
(Bucephala clangula), moss (Mergus serrator), large saw (Mergus merganser), winter swan  
Cygnus cygnus), small swan (Cygnus). 
Birds in the passage: big mussel (Anser albifrons), small mussel (Anser   erythropus ), duck 
(Bucephala clangula ).  

  
Black whistle (www.dandinu.net; 
https://romaniasalbatica.ro)  
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In Bulgaria: Checks on the colored waters signal of the Rousse Lom River 
continue 

 
 
Ruse, 27.08.2019: Extraordinary inspections of two plants and production sites in the 
Western Industrial Zone of Rousse were carried out today. The occasion has received a 
signal for the presence of colored waters in the river Rusenski Lom. An on-site inspection of 
the "March 3rd" collector was performed. Clear water was leaking from the collector at the 
time of inspection, but there were still traces of staining in the river. 
 
Two manufacturing plants operating in the Western Industrial Area have been inspected. No 
violations were found. The sites of the former Danube Silk Company and TPK Tih Trud were 
visited. There are no companies in their territory that emit colored wastewater. Checks in 
the Western Industrial Area continue tomorrow. 
 
Collector "March 3rd" is operated by "Water Supply and Sewerage" Ltd. - Rousse. It 
discharges the waste waters of companies operating in the Western Industrial Zone, with 
which the operator of Water Supply and Sewerage Ltd. has concluded contracts. 
 
Water and Sewerage Ltd. has a permit for discharging into the river Rusenski Lom. In case 
of deviations from the norms the operator is sanctioned. This is the case with the latest 
act, drawn up yesterday, of established deviations from the discharge standards after 
samples were taken and exceedances of the permit norms found in a previous inspection.   
Source – www.riosv-ruse.org 
 

The work on the survey of the land for the forthcoming forestry activities in 
the Srebarna reserve has been completed 

 
A team of specialists has completed the work of investigating the state of the forest 
habitats in the maintained Srebarna reserve in the implementation of the activities 
required for the restoration of the Alluvial Forests 91E0 * and the Riparian Mixed Forests 
91F0 in the protected area. This is one of the important stages of the implementation of 
the project implemented by RIEW-Rousse, funded by Operational Program "Environment 
2014-2020". It is a kind of continuation of a previous project, implemented in the period 
2009-2012, related to the control of invasive plant species.    
 
The survey activity began in March with the start of the growing season. The location of the 
terrains was determined and a map of the areas with GPS coordinates was drawn up. A 
timetable and technological scheme for forestry activities have been drawn up. The 
conclusion of the experts is that there is still a negative competitive impact of the invasive 

http://www.interregrobg.eu/
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plant species. In order to limit their destructive effects in parallel with the applied 
methods of breaking and ringing in forest areas, new variants of afforestation of non-native 
treated trees will be experimented with in this project. 
The activity is planned to start in the next calendar year, with afforestation being carried 
out after the end of the growing season, from October to December. They will be planted 
around saplings of native tree species - white poplar, white willow, mountain clear, field 
clear and more. In the preceding months, invasive species will be harvested and refined and 
soil prepared for the upcoming afforestation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Srebarna lake, www.riosv-ruse.org 

 

Press conference in Tutrakan: 
 

Museum of History - Tutrakan organized press conference on the project "INNOVATIVE 
CULTURAL BRIDGE FOR SUSTAINABLE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ROBG-271" on August 30 
(Friday) at 2 pm in the Hall of the Municipal Council-Tutrakan.  
The project is approved for funding under the INTERREG Romania-Bulgaria Program. The 
partner is the museum in Calarasi, Romania. The overall objective of the project is to 
harness the rich cultural and historical potential of the Tutrakan and Calarasi cities to 
increase the number of tourists and visitors to cultural sites. 
Source: http://www.museumtutrakan.com 
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