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Newsletter: 
ecology news in the cross-border region Romania – Bulgaria 

October 2019 
 

Information Day "Civic Science and Invasive Alien Species in the 
Danube Region" was held in Rousse 

 
An information day on invasive species in the Danube region was held at the 
Riga Grand Hotel in Ruse on 4 October. The event is hosted by the University 
of Forestry in Sofia in cooperation with the Institute of Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Research at BAS (IBEI - BAS), RIEW - Rousse and the Network for 
Invasive Alien Species in the Danube Region (DIAS). 
 
Representatives of institutions and tourism companies in the city are invited 
to participate. Threats, prevention and control measures and an invasive 
species regulatory framework were presented to the audience. A 
demonstration of the "Invasive Alien Species in Europe" smartphone of the 
Joint Research Center of the European Commission is also planned. 
 
In Europe, including in the Danube River and in the Danube countries, there is 
a continuing trend of introduction and spread of invasive alien species (IVF), 
with some species increasing the rate of spread. Taking into account the 
growing threat of HDIs to biodiversity, human health and the economy in the 
European Union, Regulation (EU) No 1143/2014 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 22 October 2014 on the prevention and management of 
the introduction and spread of invasive alien species has been adopted. The 
International Commission for the Conservation of the Danube River (Danube 
Commission, ICPDR ) acknowledges that IHF has become a major problem for 
the Danube basin, for which measures are foreseen in the Danube River Basin 
Management Plan(2015). Considering the importance of the IRF in the 
implementation of the Water Framework Directive 2000/60 / EC, the Danube 
Commission is developing a separate IRF program, which is implemented by 
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some Member States, including Bulgaria, during Joint Danube Survey 4 ( JDS 4, 
2019). . 

 
However, collecting HDI data poses a number 
of challenges. The development of civic 
science in recent years has provided 
opportunities to improve the exchange of data 
and knowledge about alien species, while 
ensuring effective and high quality public 
involvement in the problem of IDF. Advances 
in technology, especially online recording and 
smartphone applications, along with the 

development of social media, provide tremendous opportunities for the 
development of civic science in this field. 
source riosv-ruse.org 

 

A complete inventory of the facilities in the Western Industrial Zone 
in Rousse should be available 

 
The Director of RIEW-Rousse ordered a complete inventory of the sites 
operating in the Western Industrial Zone of Rousse. The measure was taken 
because of the increased signals for leakage of colored water into the river 
Rusenski Lom and found new objects in rented workshops within the 
production sites of former enterprises. 
 
The inspections will continue until the end of November, according to a pre-
agreed timetable, jointly with the Water Supply and Sewerage Company Ltd.-
Ruse, which operate the sewer and are the operator of the collector "March 3". 
The major operators producing paints and varnishes, as well as those in the 
business of washing and dressing textile products in the area, have been 
instructed to submit weekly reports on the quantities of waste water 
generated during production and methods for their treatment. 
source riosv-ruse.org 
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Expert from Srebarna Maintained Reserve (Silistra) Attends 
Ecotourism School in Italy 

 
 
Biodiversity expert at Srebarna Maintenance Momchil Petrov participated in 
the International School of Ornithological and Eco Tourism in Comaccio, Italy. 
The town is located next to the Po Delta and within the biosphere park of the 
same name. 
 

The forum is organized by 
UNESCO. It included 
professionals in the field of 
tourist services and biosphere 
parks from Europe and North 
Africa. The purpose of the eco-
school is to exchange experience 
and useful practices in the 
development of ecological, 
bicycle and ornithological 
tourism related to the natural 
and cultural assets of the 
biosphere parks. 

 
The practical activities involved visiting the Museum of the Ancient Delta of 
the Po River, birdwatching in the wetlands and the Comacchio Lagoon. The 
municipality has successfully implemented the concept of UNESCO biosphere 
parks related to the rational use of natural conditions for the economic 
development of the region. 
source riosv-ruse.org 
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Balta Lazăr Alexandria, a place of the FISHNAT route: We announce 
that the season for raptors has started, and the weather outside is 

excellent! 
 

 
 

 
Superb catch caught at Balta Lazar Alexandria 
source Facebook page of Balta Lazar Alexandria 
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Few photos from the “feeder fishing ruse” award 
 

 
 
 
 
 
source Feeder Fishing Ruse Facebook page 

 

The Fishing Association Lipnik Ruse asks for donations! Autumn 
stocking with small fishes in lake Lipnik is planned. 
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Collaborating with fishermen gets crucial to the Danube sturgeons 
survival 

 
Wherever there is fishing, there is bycatch, regardless if it is fishing in a river 
or the sea. One of the main threats to the sturgeons, that inhabit the Lower 
Danube and the Black Sea waters, is that they continue to be incidentally 
captured along with other protected species, especially by larger vessels that 
fish in the sea. Furthermore, it is not a secret that modern fishing ships are 
equipped with often undetectable by sight fishing gear, designed to catch the 
desired fish species and anything else in its path. That is why as part of their 
work with fishing communities the sturgeon advocates on the project “LIFE for 
Danube Sturgeon” have been stressing on the importance of sturgeons caught 
by accident to be released back into the sea or the river as soon as possible. 
 

 
 
The work with fishing communities has been particularly challenging, 
however, captains and fishing industry leaders demonstrate that they are well 
aware of the problem and are willing to take measures in order to reduce the 
bycatch of endangered fish species. Modifying fishing gear that allows non-
target fish species to escape is often an inexpensive solution that gives 
sturgeons better chances to survive and their populations to recover to 
healthy numbers. The work on the project has shown that such initiatives 
come from fishers themselves and not only that, but they are actually proud 
to get involved in the protection of the Danube and Black Sea’s flagship 
species. 
source: https://danube-sturgeons.org/ 
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